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Q Does the local agency designee accepting a design variation have to be a Professional 

Engineer (PE)? 

A Design Exceptions and Design Variations are recommended by the Professional 

Engineer responsible for the project design elements (Responsible Professional 

Engineer) and require approval from the Maintaining Authority's (county or 

municipality) designated Professional Engineer or Designee. Not all local 

governments have a professional engineer on staff, so a designee is allowed.   

 

Q Don’t you also need to coordinate with other state agencies, such as Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) potentially? Great idea to change parks to public lands. 

A For the Greenbook, parks are intended to include all public lands managed for 

wildlife or recreation. 

 

Q Just to clarify, if a bus stop does not have amenities it is not required to have access? 

A There is a difference between providing access, and ensuring a stop is accessible.  

New, altered, or relocated bus stops must have a firm, stable surface, and provide 

boarding and alighting area. Bus stops must also connect via an accessible route to 

streets, sidewalks, or pedestrian paths. Bus stops located on streets without 

sidewalks are subject to these same requirements to the maximum extent 

practicable. In these cases, this means constructing or locating bus stops with 

connections via an accessible route to the public right-of-way (ROW); if the only 

public right-of-way is a roadway, this means providing connections to the roadway. 

See FTA Circular 4710.1 Americans with Disabilities Act Guidance for more 

information at https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circular-

47101-americans-disabilities-act-guidance.  

 

Q Wasn't the detail removed from standard plans that detours the pedestrians adjacent to the 

lane? 

A Yes, but it may be coming back. Remember that the Greenbook is governed by the 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), which does show this option 

and can be used now. In the 2020 Florida Greenbook, we hope to have more options 

for pedestrians and bicyclists in work zones. 

 

Q In Florida, bus benches must be at bus stops or in areas of convenience. The goal should be 

to talk to the bus company first before placing benches. 

A Benches are not required at bus stops, but if they are present, they need to meet 

accessibility requirements. The biggest issues we encountered when working on the 

transit side was when transit agencies allowed advertising companies to donate and 

place "free" benches at transit stops. No one checked behind the placement and 

many Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) and clear zone issues were created by 

those free benches. 

 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circular-47101-americans-disabilities-act-guidance
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circular-47101-americans-disabilities-act-guidance
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Q Most of urban roads have limited space and therefore the sidewalk is placed next to the 

curb. How can we design a bicycle and pedestrian path when the Greenbook requires 5-foot 

horizontal clearance to the face of curb? 

A Shared use paths need a separation between the curb and path since its difficult for 

a cyclist to recover if they leave the path and go over the curb and are now in traffic.  

If there is insufficient ROW, you may only be able to build a sidewalk. Separation is 

one of the most important criteria for building a safe, functional path and requires a 

variation when it cannot be met.    

 

Q What is the difference between exception and variation if both require documentation and 

approval? 

A Design Exceptions are required when the proposed design elements are below both 

the Greenbook's governing criteria and American Association of State Highway 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO’s) new construction criteria for the 10 Controlling 

Design Elements. Design Variations are required when proposed design elements are 

below the Greenbook criteria and where a Design Exception is not required. 

 

Q Can the 5x8 Boarding and Alighting (B&A) area be oriented in the longitudinal direction when 

8 feet does not fit? 

A No, the ramps on the bus have an edge and need to be accessed from the entrance 

to the ramp. 

 

Q When do you incorporate flag men in a Temporary Traffic Control Plan (TTCP)? And how do 

you establish Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) around railroad crossings (RRX), such as CSX 

crossings? 

A See MUTCD, FRA requirements. 

 

Q What would be a solution to provide for pedestrians when you don't have right-of-way 

(ROW)? 

A Usually in those situations, you need to detour the pedestrian to an alternate 

crossing or route. Also, only work on one side of street at a time so that you have an 

alternate route. 

 

Q Is it acceptable to use Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Mitigation Strategies Manual 

as a reference in design variations and exceptions even though it has been archived by 

FHWA? 

A Yes. 

 

Q Is there any specific sign as part of work zone traffic control for entrance and exit of 

construction trucks within the work zone area? 

A See MUTCD, Figure 6F-4. 
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Q FDOT Accessing Transit Design Handbook shows buses stopping outside the bike lane. How 

does this accommodate handicapped wheelchair pedestrians that need a ramp? 

A Buses should stop in the bike lane adjacent to curb so cyclists do not overtake on the 

passenger side, and so that passengers can directly access the bus from the sidewalk.  

In Florida, a motor vehicle preparing to turn right, or a bus stopping to pick up or 

drop off passengers, is the only time a motor vehicle may travel in the bike lane. 

 

Q What if an FDOT roadway has been taken over by municipality, such as S.R. 80 in Fort Myers, 

in which the roadway is still on the State Highway System (SHS) for future funding benefits -

do Design Exceptions and/or Design Variations need to be approved by city and/or FDOT?  

A Designation of the state highway is separate from a maintenance agreement. Given 

S.R. 80 is on the SHS you would need to use department standards and processes 

including review of exceptions and variations. 

 

Q Are there some disadvantages for a shelter to be more enclosed? That "good" example did 

not seem to have a window for a rain shield, but for a short wait that would be adequate. 

A In Florida, we hear comments that the enclosed shelters- all plexiglass- can be hot in 

the summer. I think it is a give and take depending on the location.  

 

Q Local Agency Program (LAP) projects may involve state and federal funds. So, is it acceptable 

to utilize both in-house design and in-house Construction Engineering Inspection (CEI)? 

A Conflict of interest procedure is not applicable to employees of the local government 

who are governed by state and local ethics policies. This is acceptable. 

 

Q Can you use a sharrow with proper signage? 

A Yes, you could with lowered speeds. 

 

Q Is the governing order of documents a standard that must be followed by local agencies?  

Our documents vary from FDOT. 

A I think you can determine that in your contract language. From a programmatic 

perspective, this would be a decision made by your attorney, but may need to be 

adjusted based on fund source (i.e. federal funds create an additional layer that may 

supersede). 

 

Q When it arises for the need for Design Exception and/or Design Variation it is advisable to 

request an example for the agency. This helps in the review time. 

A If you have found a process that works for your local government and helps 

streamline review, it is okay to follow it. Be sure that you address all the elements of 

what needs to be provided that is listed in Florida Greenbook Chapter 14 - Design 

Exceptions and Variations. 
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Q Do you need an exception for cross slope if the cross slope is greater than what is required by 

AASHTO?  When it is less than the criteria, it obvious that it is needed, but if more cross slope 

is provided is that an exception? 

A Yes, cross slope is a controlling element. Section C.7.b.2 of Chapter 3 allows cross 

slopes of 0.015 to 0.04 per foot. 

 

Q Are sharrows okay for ending a bike lane? 

A Other than bike lane ends signs, there is not much guidance in the MUTCD on how to 

end a bike lane. The sharrow marking should not be place in the bike lane but could 

begin following the end of the bike lane. 

 

Q Are the design exception elements valid for a resurfacing project? 

A Yes, you need to document the deficiencies, research if they are leading to crashes, 

and if so, show how you will mitigate the deficiency or why it is not possible to meet 

the criteria. 

 

Q Is detectable warning required for a transit stop? I think so. 

A Only if there is a flush connection between the roadway and sidewalk or boarding 

and alighting area. This condition would be when there is no sidewalk along the 

roadway and access to the boarding and alighting area is from the roadway. 

 

Q Are ADA requirements the same for temporary pedestrian detours as for regular pedestrian 

paths? 

A Yes. 

 

Q Can you discuss design exceptions and variations for allowing existing mature trees to remain 

on local roads when they may not meet the most recent visibility standards? 

A When existing elements do not meet current criteria for new and reconstruction 

projects, it's important to review the long-term crash history and determine if and 

how the element could be mitigated. 

 

Q Is a traffic separator a controlling element? Would a 2-foot traffic separator require a design 

variation or exception? 

A No, they are not considered a controlling element. The criteria for a traffic separator 

are found in Section C.7.f.2 Divisional Islands of Chapter 3. They should be at least 4- 

feet wide and 20 -25 feet long. 

 

 


