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Q Does the Florida Greenbook apply to private roads? 

A If the road is accessible to the public (i.e. emergency services, guests of the owners, 

maintenance type service vendors, contractors like TV/Internet installation crews, 

etc.) then it must be designed to Greenbook. 

 

Q Who determines context classification? Is it FDOT on state roads & locals for all others? 

A Yes, the local governments will determine the context classification of the roadways 

they have jurisdiction over. 

 

Q Does the Greenbook address speed humps and other traffic calming devices/applications? 

A Yes it does in Chapter 15 - Traffic Calming. 

 

Q Does the travel way include auxiliary lanes? 

A The portion of the roadway for the movement of vehicles, exclusive of shoulders and 

bicycle lanes.  For all the definitions please see the Purpose section of 2018 

Greenbook. 

 

Q How often is the Greenbook updated? 

A The Florida Greenbook is updated about every 3 years. 

 

Q Are we expecting updated Functional Classification maps by mid of 2021? 

A Please go to: https://www.fdot.gov/statistics/rci for information on functional 

classifications.  There is a procedure on their webpage. You may also contact their 

office directly with specific questions. 

 

Q What does the year in the Greenbook version "ex  2018 Florida Greenbook" mean, since it 

does not appear to be the publication year? And will the finalized version be identified as 

2020 Florida Greenbook? 

A The date is discretionary and not associated with the new AASHTO Greenbook.  We 

try and bundle 2 -3 years’ worth of revisions into one edition.  The date generally 

represents the last date the full Greenbook Advisory Committee met and approved 

the changes. Due to the rule making process, the year will not be updated when the 

2018 is finally adopted in the coming months. 

 

Q Aside from receiving PDH credits, does completion of the entire series (all 6 sessions) of 

this Greenbook Webinar series result in Local Agency participants obtaining LAP 

certification? 

A This course does count towards meeting the design training requirements for local 

agency staff. 
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Q What is the difference between the FDOT Greenbook and the FDOT design manual (FDM)? 

A The FDM is the department's design manual for state highways.  The Florida 

Greenbook is the design manual for local roads, not on the state highway system.  

State highways tend to be larger and accommodate more traffic.  The Greenbook 

includes criteria for lower volume, local roads, in addition to arterials and collectors. 

 

Q What is the main difference between the minor arterial and the major collector?  

A FHWA publishes guidance on the functional classification of highways and has 

recently published Highway Functional Classification Concepts, Criteria and 

Procedures.  More information is at the following link:  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/design/standards/qa.cfm 

 

Q Where do we find the context classification for each state road? 

A Look on FDOT's complete Streets Implementation web page under Topics, 

ConnectPed FDOT Data Viewer, http://www.flcompletestreets.com/. 

 

Q Are Greenbook criteria ever applied retroactively, especially for areas that were developed 

long before the Greenbook but whose roadways are reconstructed in the future?  These 

roadways may have constrained right-of-way available due to the location of buildings. 

A The Florida Greenbook is primarily for new construction and reconstruction but 

resurfacing and maintenance projects are also covered.  This will be addressed in 

greater detail in the webinars on Chapter 10 - Maintenance and Resurfacing and 

Chapter 14 - Design Exceptions and Variations. 

 

Q Are local municipalities expected to do their own context sensitive evaluation? Do they 

submit that to FDOT? Will FDOT do the determination in certain cases? 

A It is not required that local agencies adopt a context classification system for projects 

that use the Florida Greenbook, however the same system that FDOT uses for state 

highways is included in the Greenbook as the base for those communities who are 

developing context classification systems.  No approval from FDOT is required.  LAP 

Projects that are Class A, B, or C will need to have a context classification developed 

for them since they follow the FDM for design criteria. 

 

 

Q How does the Greenbook deal with the push toward green infrastructure: blue streets, 

bioswales, different vegetation planting patterns, infiltration paving, etc.? 

A The Drainage Chapter in the proposed 2020 Florida Greenbook includes new 

guidance for regional stormwater management and supports more sustainable street 

design.   
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Q We use USLIMITS on evaluating speeds for requests for speed reduction. Is there a similar 

process to context sensitive design and establishing speed limits or is it just an engineering 

judgement? 

A FDOT's Speed Zoning for Highways, Roads and Streets in Florida provides the 

requirements for adjusting speed limits in Florida. It can be found at 

https://www.fdot.gov/traffic/speedzone/speed-zone-manual.shtm.  USLIMITS2 is a 

great tool from FHWA that helps determine appropriate speed limit 

recommendations.  It can be found on FHWA's web page at 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/uslimits/.    

 

Q Can you elaborate on the sources for getting local crash data? 

A Signal Four Analytics is a statewide interactive, web-based geospatial crash analytical 

tool.  Access can be provided to local governments for crash analysis and improving 

safety purposes.  Following is the link to request access to the system:  

https://s4.geoplan.ufl.edu/. 

 

Q Does the context classification help design the typical section for the roadway? 

A Yes, knowing your context classification can help implement context-based design.  

The designer can then set appropriate design speeds, lane widths, frequency of 

connections, type of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities to include. 

 

Q Can non state roads be classified as an arterial? 

A Definitely. 

 

Q How much does the FL Green Book differ from the AASHTO Greenbook? 

A The 2011 AASHTO Greenbook serves as the base for the 2018 Florida Greenbook.   

For geometric design for streets and highways, the documents are similar.  However, 

the Florida Greenbook also provides criteria for accessible design  of pedestrian 

facilities, various types of bicycle facilities, work zone safety, roadside design, 

lighting, rail crossings, drainage, traffic calming, and context classification, plus many 

other topics. 

 

Q There was a reference to a speed study during the presentation, that changed the speed 

limit for 2 weeks prior to a speed study and then altered the speed limit and did another 

study and there was no effect on speed. Is there access to this study?   

A Unfortunately, we do not have access to that study. It was done more than 20 years 

ago in Palm Beach County. 

 

Q Do we have context classification for major arterial off state highway system? 

A The FDOT Context Classification document gives guidance on assigning context 

classification to a roadway. Cities and counties would have to assign their own 

context class. 
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